Approved For Release 2001/07/28 2 GHAIRDP78-01634R€00300070041-7

OPERATIONS COORDINATING BOARD
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

February lf; 1956 }
25X1A '

MEMORANDUM FOR
Operations Coordingting Board Assistent

SUBJECT: Technical Effectivene§§“g£,ﬂ.ﬁ._ﬂggaggﬁsting
S

B il

RS

Your memorszndum of October 13, 1955, transmitted the first progress
report on the sbove subject, prepsred within CIA by the Broadcast
Evglustion Section established under paragraph 8a of M5C #169,

In gccordance with your suggestion, the views of the interested
Agencies and Depsrtments were obtsined through the TPIB »nd the follow-
ing comments represent the consolidsted views of the verious operstors:

1, As an indication of progress, the report is in genersl
e good one, It is evident, however, that progress to date is
most notable in the orgenizationsl sspects of the Erordcsst
Evalustion Section's (BES) sctivities, Since the problems
faced by the Section gre lsrgely unprecedented, it is perhsps
not surprising thet s substentisl psrt of the discussion con-
cerns the problems involved in collecting and an-lyzing the
required deta. It is not appsrent that such problems have been
fully solved and, consequently, the caveat that the report's
conclusions should be viewed with caution 1s well founded,

2. The report seems well summarized in the following
extract
",..plthough the organizetion haes been established,
procedures put into effect, a staff recruited and
trained, and data flow initiated, results to date
must genarally be considered as tentetive snd
subject to many qualifications."

3. Msjor questions on monitoring procedures, the validity of
periphersl monitoring, snd the technicsal effectiveness of United
States interngtional brosdcasting remgin ungnswered, With the
organizational phase of the BES completed, it is now expected
that such major questions will be esnswered,

4e On the bgsis of the foregoing, it is recommended thst:

A. Future reports endesvor to provide definite
information with respect to (1) the extent to which
United States internstionesl broesdessting cen be heard
in the Soviet bloc countries and (2) the conditions
under which peripher-1 monitoring is velid,
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B. Subsequent progress reports be submitted by the
Broadeast Evaluation Section to the Operations Coordinating
Board semi-annually.

The recommendation that future reports be submitted semi-annually
was made in view of the fact that 0CB will be reporting semi-annually in
the future to the NSC on this project, NsC 169, pera. 8 (a). This first
BES report and the consolidated comments thereon were used as the basis
for paragraphs A.2.a, B.6, and ¢.10 of OCB Progress Report on NSC 169,
dated Februsry 1, 1956.

A specialized report similar to your First Progress Report to OCB
will not be necessary in the future, but it would be appreciated if
regular semi-annual reports were to cover not only paragraph 8-a (Broad-
cast Evaluation Section activities), but also CIA's responsibility under
paragraph 2 of N3C 169. This next Progress Report should be submitted

to OCB by June 1, 1956.
< gElmer B

. Staats
Executive Qfficer
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